
Year 6 SATs Week: Monday 8 May 

to Thursday 11 May 2023 **

**Subject to change due to extra bank holiday for 
the Coronation on Mon 8th May.**



•To share important information about 
the end of KS2 tests. 
•To show you what your child has to do 
with examples of questions from the 
tests.
•Share ideas about how you can help 
your child at home.

Aims of the PowerPoint



•Standardised assessment tests

•It is statutory for all children to be tested before they go to 
secondary school

•Provide assessment information for secondary schools

•Purpose – assess if children are achieving the national 
standard (‘working at the expected standard’) regarding the 
National Curriculum. This will be through a scaled score.  

•They test Year 3,4,5 & 6 curriculum knowledge – not just 
Year 6.

What are KS2 tests?



Scaled scores

Since 2016, scaled scores have been used to report national 

curriculum test outcomes.

The threshold (expected standard score) usually changes slightly 

each year.



A scaled score 

of 100 will 

always 

represent the 

expected 

standard on the 

test. 

Pupils scoring 

100 or more 

will have met 

the expected 

standard on the 

test.

Reading 

comprehension 

marks 

required

= 28/50 Please note : The threshold (expected standard 

score) usually changes slightly each year.

Reading 

comprehension 

In this example, children 

needed to score 28 marks 

out of 50 to achieve the 

expected standard (scaled 

score of 100).

In this example, children 

needed to score 41 marks 

out of 50 to achieve above

the expected standard 

(scaled score of 110).



A scaled score of 100 will always 

represent the expected standard on 

the test. 

Pupils scoring 100 or more will have 

met the expected standard on the 

test.

Maths marks required

= 58/110
Please note : The threshold (expected standard 

score) usually changes slightly each year.

Maths
e.g.  In this example, children 

needed to score 58 marks out of 110 

to achieve the expected standard 

(scaled score of 100).

In this example, children needed to 

score 95 marks out of 50 to achieve 

above the expected standard (scaled 

score of 110).



A scaled score 

of 100 will 

always 

represent the 

expected 

standard on the 

test. 

Pupils scoring 

100 or more 

will have met 

the expected 

standard on the 

test.

English 

grammar, 

punctuation and 

spelling marks 

required

= 36/70

e.g.  In this example, children 

needed to score 36 marks out of 70 

to achieve the expected standard 

(scaled score of 100).

In this example, children needed to 

score 55 marks out of 70 to achieve 

above the expected standard (scaled 

score of 110).

Please note : The threshold (expected standard 

score) usually changes slightly each year.

English 

grammar, 

punctuation 

and spelling



What information do secondary 
schools use?

• End of KS2 tests results

• Teacher assessments

• Tests administered by the secondary schools



•Teacher assessment is judged against a framework – so 
there are certain standards that the children need to 
achieve.

•Teacher assessment draws together everything the 
teacher or teachers know about a child, including 
observations, marked work and school assessments.

•Teacher assessment is not a‘snapshot’like tests.

•There can be a difference between teacher assessment 
results and test levels.

What does teacher assessment involve, 
and is it different from testing?



•There are no KS2 tests for Writing or Science.  These will 
be assessed throughout the year by teachers against a 
framework, so it is important that children are always 
trying their best in every lesson.

Writing and Science – teacher assessment



Writing – assessment framework



Writing – assessment framework



Writing – assessment framework



“The national curriculum tests will 

be more demanding, with a higher 

and more ambitious expected 

standard. This will ensure that 

pupils who clear the bar are 

genuinely ready to succeed in 

secondary education.”

What the government is aiming for:



•A timetable is issued to school, telling us on which 
days/sessions tests must be administered.

•All children must sit the tests at the same time.

•Tests are completed in the classrooms.

How is the test week organised?



Year 6 SATs Week: Monday 8th May to Thursday 11th May, 2023

Monday 
8th May

Tuesday 
9th May

Wednesday 
10th May

Thursday
11th May

Friday 
12th May

English –
Grammar, 
punctuation 
and spelling 
test (SPaG)

papers 1 and 2

English –
reading

Mathematics 
Paper 1: 

arithmetic

Paper 2: 
reasoning 

Mathematics 
Paper 3: 

reasoning 

CELEBRATE 
☺

Back to usual 
timetable



During SATs week:

•Please ensure that your child is in school every day 
during SATs week.

•Ensure that they are in school on time.

•Please don’t book anything during this week e.g. 
doctor’s appointments, holidays etc.

•If your child is ill, let us know immediately.  We 
can arrange a timetable variation.



English tests consist of:

•A reading test (comprehension)

•A grammar, punctuation and spelling test



•1 hour to read booklet and answer questions. 50 marks.

•There will be 3 unrelated texts and sets of questions which 
are all different difficulty levels.

•There are a variety of different questions to be answered 
in different ways.

•Children cannot have any adult help in this test.



a. Give / explain the meaning of words in context.   (V in VIPERS)
b. Retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction 

and non-fiction. (R in VIPERS)
c. Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph. 
d. Make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences with 

evidence from the text. (I in VIPERS)
e. Predict what might happen from details stated and implied. 
f. Identify / explain how information / narrative content is related 

and contributes to meaning as a whole. 
g. Identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of 

words and phrases. 
h. Make comparisons within the text. 

• As a school, we follow the acronym VIPERS to help the children 
remember the different domains in reading. Please see the 
planners to help with this. 

Content domain coverage for the English reading test (what the 

children will be tested on). This is the same every year.  The 3 

domains that carry the most marks in the test are in blue.



Example of the mark scheme for the Reading (comprehension) 

paper

You can see that 

the domains that 

carry the most 

marks in the first 

text of this test 

paper are 2a 

(VIPERS V –

vocabulary)

and 2b 

(VIPERS R –

retrieval)



How can parents help with reading?

• Ensure your child reads every night – it doesn’t have to be a book!

• Encourage them to read fiction and non-fiction.

• Try to ask them questions about the text.

• Help them with the different skills of reading especially ‘skim’
reading where they are looking for key words in the text.

• Speed reading.

• Use the VIPERS page in your child’s planner to help ask questions 
about their book. (Main focus on V, I, R – vocabulary, inference, 
retrieval)

• Ensure homework is completed.



• 45 minutes test on grammar

• Spelling test is separate.
• Worth 20 marks out of 70.
• 50 marks on grammar paper.
• Can affect the overall level 

obtained.











What the spelling test looks like for the children:





The 20 spellings on the test are worth 1 mark each.
The test is worth 20 marks out of the 70 available for the Grammar, Punctuation & Spelling tests 
(20 marks on the spelling paper and 50 marks on the grammar, spelling & punctuation paper).  



•Terminology in Curriculum->English on our website.  There 
is useful information in the children's planners too.

•Again, reading a variety of texts – the more children read, 
the more familiar they become with different text types

•Spelling homework – spelling lists / rules / patterns every 
week. There will be a test most weeks (usually on a Tuesday).

•Ensure they are confident with the Year 3/4 spellings (in 
their green spelling books). Also, the Year 5/6 spellings.

•Encouraging your child to complete all homework and 
discussing their work with them.

How can parents help with SPaG
(spelling, punctuation & grammar)?



The mathematics tests consist of:

• Paper 1: Arithmetic test. 30 mins.  (40 marks)

This is a 30 minute written assessment. It is in place of the 
mental maths test.  The questions are simply calculations.

•Paper 2 and Paper 3: Reasoning papers. 40 mins each.   
(35 marks each).  These are 2 written test papers (no 
calculator).

They are based on reasoning and using and applying 
mathematical skills.



Paper 1: an arithmetic paper. Questions will be context free. 

They will assess number, calculations and fractions. 

The ‘fractions’ strand in the new national curriculum covers 

fractions, decimals and percentages. 

Pupils will be expected to use formal methods to solve 

specific arithmetic questions, eg long multiplication and long 

division: two marks will be available for these questions. One 

mark may be awarded if an appropriate formal method is 

used but the final answer is incorrect.

Each question in the arithmetic paper will have a grid area to 

encourage appropriate working out. 

Maths Paper 1 











Paper 2 and Paper 3: assesses pupils’ ability to 

apply mathematics to problems and to reason. 

There won’t be significant differences in format 

or difficulty between the two papers

The tests will contain a mixture of 

contextualised and context-free questions, and 

real life and abstract problems. 

Maths Papers 2 & 3 









•Some questions are worth one mark and therefore accuracy is 
important.

•Other questions are worth two marks and even if the answer is 
wrong, a mark may be given for correct working.

Teachers may read questions in all papers to pupils - if asked.  

Teachers can read words and numbers but not mathematical 
symbols.



•Support with homework – not just helping with the 
Maths but reading the question can really help.

•TIMES TABLES! (Use APPs – TT Rock Stars, 
Mathletics, Numbots, Hit the button, 10 minutes 
a day etc.)
•Help your child to check their work through – this will 
help them to spot mistakes that can sometimes be easily 
fixed.
•Go on Live Mathletics and TT Rock Stars daily.  Games and 

activities.

How can parents help 
with Maths?



What are we doing to help?
•Cross-curricular teaching

•Additional Maths & English support with class teachers (and Mrs Crook & Miss 
Stanton)

•Booster groups have begun and the sessions will be longer after Christmas.

•Teaching assistant support in lessons

•Homework

•Test preparation / technique – we have 3 SATs weeks during the year to help 
with this. We have already completed one.

•‘Mock’ test week in March/April so that children are familiar with the routine 
of the actual week.

• Encouragement



•The best help is the interest you take in their learning and 
progress.  Please encourage them!

•Supporting homework. Please check it has been done. 
Mathletics tells you their understanding with a coloured 
bar for each topic. If it is red or orange, please retry the 
task.
•CGP revision books.
•Good communication between the school and home.
•Getting a good sleep on a school night!
•Ensuring attendance at school from now until the KS2 
tests.
•Children will have a log in to access online materials. (Info 
to follow.)

How can parents help?



One of the best revision tools is past papers.  After each test week in school, class teachers will go 
through the answers and test technique.  However, if you could go through them at home with your 
child this can be extremely beneficial. Ask your child to explain how and where they got their answer 
from – this may just be done verbally rather than writing it down.

There is no expectation to spend any money on resources and you can download all previous KS2 SATs 
papers for free (and the answers/mark schemes) if you would like to see the types of questions your 
child will be answering.  https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-
practice-materials#key-stage-2-past-papers

Any revision books can be worthwhile – if used! CGP revision books have been useful for some children 
in previous years. Depending on what your child needs, there are lots you can purchase.  Bundles are 
usually popular which contain resources to help with all 3 tests – Reading Comprehension, Maths & 
SPaG (spelling, punctuation & grammar). These can be bought from CGP directly or Amazon. 
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/info/preparing-for-sats

Study guides and test material 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials#key-stage-2-past-papers


https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/primary-
books/bestselling-sat-busters

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/all/catch-up-
bundles/emsb21-year-6-sats-catch-up-essentials-
study-quest

CGP bundle examples

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/primary-books/bestselling-sat-busters
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/all/catch-up-bundles/emsb21-year-6-sats-catch-up-essentials-study-quest


www.mathletics.com

https://ttrockstars.com/login

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/zbr9wmn

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/info/preparing-for-sats

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-

assessments-practice-materials#key-stage-2-past-papers

http://www.satspapers.org.uk

Look at Blanford Mere www for other links 

http://www.mathletics.com/
https://ttrockstars.com/login
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/zbr9wmn
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/info/preparing-for-sats
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials#key-stage-2-past-papers
http://www.satspapers.org.uk/


If you have any questions, please email info@blanford.dudley.sch.uk

FAO Mr Baker/ Mr Raybould/ Mrs Oliver or put a note in your child’s 

planner.

Thank you for taking the time to support your child.

mailto:info@blanford.dudley.sch.uk

